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Abstract
[A] Name: Koh Eng Siong ( 00870805 /20053301010860008 )
[B] Thesis Title: The Recovery of the Moral Self in Contemporary Society. A Study
of Charles Taylor's Philosophy
[C)iv+ 90 pages; 2007

[D] Key Words
Malaises, individualism, instrumental reason, freedom, equahty, mutual respect, hierarchy,
structure, morality, self, i pabl ks, moral backg d, good, life goods,

hypergoods, comprehensive goods, moral sources, swong evaluarions, significance,
meaningfal lfe, horious ethic, dignity, ecason, self-mastery, soul, 1dea of the Good, order
of I:ungs, inwardness, God, certainty, di Ip
expressivism, inner nature, affirmation of the ord.mary life, benevnlenu
[E] Contents of Absteact

The purpose of this thesis is to find the way to recovery of the moral self in
contemporary society. Taylor observes that today's modern problems emerges from
three malaises namely individualism, instrumental reason and the lost of freedom. As the
result, the strong sense of living a meaningful life and identity is lost. These modem
malaises are closely relared to the understanding of the moral self. Every human self has
a background of moral ontalogy which lies basically implicit. They are constructed in

frameworks of goods with quali such h co
goods or moml sources :md strong evaluations. The Taylor shaws how murahty has
: d to become sep d from their ive (Plato) and theistic (Augustine)

moral sources in ancient times to a procedural reason (Descartes) and self inwardness of
narural depth (Rousseau). The affirmation of the ordinary life and expressivism are also
facets of the modem identiry which endorse for a life of production and reproduction.
By acrs of retrieval from the past, the contemporary moral self can recover from the
consequences of the malaises.

In this thesis, (A) the malaise of individualism which is inter alia built upon
freedom and equality, hn to have :nglgmg limits to an organic body. (@) Freedom has to
come with the ack g ission to strong evaluations which
and judge us within an organic consuuc! The negative freedom we encounter has to be
limited with our engagement and accountability lu others.  (b) Equality on the other
hand has to have resp ‘with others. Mutual respect in this
ethic is thereby the respect which engages the recognition of one another’s dignity and
identity. In this respectful engagement, pmplu become .ng-uﬁcam in the act of

recognition. (B) The malaise of i | reason is to be subjected to the three criteria
of the good. The retrieval from Plato’s contemplation of the order of being sets leus
and conditions for the use of i | reason. I l reason is

with these criteria: (i) when it edifies our soul with the higher good, (if) when it p[()‘vld:s
s with long term benefits and (iif) when it does not disrupt the order of the good. We
could judge these criteria against the moral framework of Plato and the strong evaluation
in our contemporary times. (C) The third malaise of the lost of freedom is mitigated
when one could transcend over the first two malaises because the lost of freedom is the
consequence of individualism and instrumental reason. By illuminating the moral
background and the i pable moral ks, Taylor has opened up a new realm in
morality for us to explore and discover. Although this cannot remove our moral modern
predicaments altogether, it at least does help and show us a way to live a more
meaningful life.

[F] List of Reference: 11 buku (1960 — 2005), 11 artikel (1991 — 2004)

[G] Dosen Pembimbing: Prof. Dr. M. Sastrapratedja, 8]
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